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EVENTS FOCUS ON CURBING CONSEQUENCES OF GLOBAL WARMING
MISSOULA—
Two events at The University of Montana this month are designed to move people
across the nation beyond fatalism to a determination to face up to the challenges of global
warming.
A live, interactive webcast - “The 2 % Solution” - will be held at 6 p.m. Wednesday,
Jan. 30, in the University Center Theater. The event will be followed by short video messages
from U.S. Sen. Max Baucus and UM Regents Professor of Forestry and Nobel laureate Steve
Running.
“The 2 % Solution” refers to the need for developed countries to reduce current
emission levels by 2 percent each year for the next 40 years to hold global warming to the low
end of 3 to 4 degrees Fahrenheit.
The webcast discussion will focus on ways to get people and policies on the path to cut
global warming pollution 2 percent each year for the next decade. It features Stanford
University climate scientist Stephen Schneider, sustainability expert Hunter Lovins and green
jobs pioneer Van Jones.
Schneider, a member of the National Academy of Sciences, has received awards for
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furthering public understanding of environmental science and its implications for public policy.
He co-directs Stanford’s Center for Environmental Science and Policy and the
university’s Interdisciplinary Program in Environment and Resources. During 1997-2001, he
was a coordinating lead author of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.
Lovins is professor of business in the first accredited MBA program in sustainable
management, offered through the Presidio School of Management in San Francisco.
She is president and founder of Natural Capitalism Inc. and co-creator of the natural
capitalism concept. In 2001 she was named one of four delegates from North America to serve
at the United Nations Prep Conference for Europe and North America for the World Summit
on Sustainable Development.
Jones, a Yale law graduate, is an advocate for the nation’s toughest urban
constituencies and causes and has worked to combine solutions to social and environmental
issues.
His work has given him a unique perspective on the country’s problems and its
potential solutions. In 2005 he produced the “Social Equity Track” for the United Nations
World Environment Day celebration.
UM is among thousands of universities and communities across the nation that will
participate in the live webcast to be broadcast via Earth Day Network TV from the University
of Central Florida in Orlando. The national dialogue was created by Focus the Nation, an
educational initiative that promotes civic engagement, and is co-sponsored by the National
Wildlife Federation.
-more-

012208fcus—3
On Thursday, Jan. 31, a panel discussion, “Climate Change Policy and Solutions: US,
MT, MSLA, and U M ,” will begin at 7 p.m. in the University Center Ballroom.
Panelists are Anna Klene, UM climate scientist and assistant professor of geography;
Phil Condon, UM environmental studies associate professor and member of the University’s
Sustainable Campus Committee; Richard Opper, director of the Montana Department of
Environmental Quality and member of Montana’s Climate Change Advisory Committee;
Missoula Mayor John Engen; and, by video appearance, Paul Wilkins, environmental
legislative assistant to Sen. Max Baucus.
Both events are free and open to the public. The theater and the ballroom are located on
the third floor of the University Center.
Many UM faculty members also will participate in a Focus the Nation teach-in day on
Jan. 31 by holding class discussions about climate change.
“UM is showing real leadership in educating about climate change,” said Len Broberg,
director of the University’s Environmental Studies Program. “Our participation in Focus the
Nation is just one example of that.”
The campus Focus the Nation events are sponsored by the Environmental Studies
Program, UM President’s Office and Associated Students of UM Sustainability Center.
For more information, go online to http://www.focusthenation.org.
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